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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT PARK MEETING WITH CALTEX PRESIDENT VOSS. 

1. AT COURTESY CALL MAY 17 BY KOREA-US ECONOMIC COUNCIL AND 
CALTEX PRESIDENT JAMES VOSS, PRESIDENT PARK PROLONGED MEETING 
TO URGE GREATER UNDERSTANDING IN US OP HIS DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
POLICIES. ALTER QUESTIONING VOSS ON HIS RECENT TRIP TO PRC 

AND STATE OF US ECONOMY, PARK WELCOMED US INVESTMENT AS HE 
HAS IN THE PAST, PARTICULARLY IN HEAVY INDUSTRY AND PETRO- 
CHEMICALS. HE STRESSED THAT A SOUND DEVELOPING ECONOMY 
WAS KEY TO DEPENSE SELF-RELIANCE REQUIRED BY US GROUND PORCES 
WITHDRAWAL AND URGED GREATER US INVESTMENT WHICH HE SAID 
WOULD BE GIVEN PAVORED TREATMENT. 

2. THEN, QUITE UNEXPECTEDLY, PARK LAUNCHED INTO A VIGOROUS 
DEPENSE OF HIS INTERNAL POLICIES AGAINST CRITICISM IN US 
PRESS AND CONGRESS. VOSS HAD ONLY TOUCHED VERY LIGHTLY 

ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE, NOT NORMALLY SUPPICIENT GROUNDS POR 
PARK TO RISE TO HIS OWN DEFENSE. PARK'S POSITION POLLOWED 
USUAL LINES. BUT, THERE WERE SEVERAL POINTS NOT PRE- 
VIOUSLY MADE. PIRST, HE ATTACKED "DOUBLE STANDARD" IN 
WHICH CONGRESSMEN AND OTHERS ARE CRITICIZED POR GOING TO KOREA 
AND TALKING WITH ROKG AUTHORITIES WHILE THERE IS NO 
CRITICISM IN US PRESS OP AMERICAN VISITING VIETNAM, A PORMER 
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ENEMY. SECOND, AND OP POTENTIALLY FAR GREATER SIGNIPICANCE, 

WAS STATEMENT TWICE MADE THAT THERE HAD TO BE EFPORTS BY US 
AND REPEAT AND ROKG TO RECTIPY MISUNDERSTANDING IN US. 

3. COMMENT: BOTH VOSS AND I WERE STRUCK BY DEFENSIVE TONE 
TAKEN BY PARK SINCE HE COULD HAVE EASILY ESCHEWED HUMAN RIGHTS 
ISSUE DURING HIS MEETING WITH VOSS. REPERENCE TO EFPORTS BY 
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BOTH us AND ROKG TO RECTIFY MISUNDERSTANDING IN US IS FIRST 
TIME I CAN RECALL HIS WILLINGNESS TO RECOGNIZE PROBLEM REQUIRES 
ANY ACTION ON PART ROKG. I INCIDENTALLY CHIMED IN ON THIS 
POINT. 

4. WE HAVE IN PAST FEW DAYS GOTTEN SEVERAL HINTS FROM 
AMBASSADOR HAHM AND SOURCES CLOSE TO BLUE HOUSE THAT PARK 
MAY INDEED BE CONSIDERING OR AT LEAST PREPARED TO CONSIDER 
SCENARIO INVOLVING RELEASE OF KIM DAE JUNG AND SOME FORM 
OF RECIPROCAL ACTION BY US WHICH WOULD MAKE CLEAR RELEASE 
NOT RESULT OF US PRESSURE AND THEREFORE NOT APPEAR IN 
KIM'S EYES AS INVITATION TO INITIATE WITH US PROTECTION 
BROADER EFFORTS AGAINST PARK ADMINISTRATION. THESE HINTS 
MUST AT THIS STAGE BE TREATED WITH SOME SKEPTICISM AND 
COULD WELL REPRESENT HOPES OF THOSE AROUND PARK WHO WOULD 
WISH CONCESSIONS ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE. NEVERTHELESS, PARK'S 
OWN REFERENCE TO MUTUAL EFFORTS COULD INDICATE NOT ONLY 
ACUTE AWARENESS OF PROBLEMS HE FACES IN THE US BUT CONSIDERA- 
TION OF SCENARIO PERMITTING CONCESSION TO OUR VIEWS. 

SNEIDER 
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